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State of Arizona officially recognizes National Navajo Code Talkers Day

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer
applaud the State of Arizona’s recognition and honoring of the Navajo Code Talkers, with
Monday’s signing of Arizona Senate Bill 1802 by Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey, which officially
declares Aug. 14 as National Navajo Code Talkers Day throughout the state.

“It's wonderful to have the State of Arizona honor and recognize the sacrifices and contributions
of the Navajo Code Talkers. It’s long overdue. We only have a few Navajo Code Talkers with us to
this day, but we pay tribute to all of them and their families. Their legacy is strengthened with
today’s signing of this bill and we hope that this will also help to share the stories of our Code
Talkers so that many more people throughout the state are aware of everything that they gave
for our country. Thank you to Arizona Sen. Jamescita Peshlakai, a member of the Navajo Nation,
for sponsoring the bill and getting it through the State Legislature,” said President Nez.

Former U.S. President Ronald Reagan issued a proclamation designating Aug. 14 as National
Navajo Code Talkers Day. In 2014, the state of Arizona passed legislation declaring August 14 as
Navajo Code Talkers Day in the state. The bill signed on Monday recognizes the national
proclamation signed by Reagan.

“The Navajo people have had many warriors throughout our history, but today’s recognition by
the State of Arizona is very special for our Navajo Code Talkers and their families. We appreciate
the support of the state legislators and Gov. Ducey. Words will never be enough to express our
admiration and appreciation for the Navajo Code Talkers, but today’s signing of Senate Bill 1802 is
a great honor. We continue to honor and pray for all of our Navajo Code Talkers and their loved
ones,” said Vice President Lizer.

In accordance with the bill, if National Navajo Code Talkers Day falls on a day other than Sunday,
the Sunday following Aug. 14 is to be observed as the holiday.

“It’s important that all Arizonans remember the service and bravery of the Navajo Code Talkers,”
said Sen. Peshlakai. “Their crucial service during WWII will not be forgotten, and we will continue
to honor them every August 14th. Thank you to everyone who supported Senate Bill 1802.”

“The Navajo Code Talkers are American heroes. They assisted on every major operation involving
the U.S. Marines in the Pacific theatre, using their native language to come up with an



unbreakable code. More than 400 Code Talkers answered the call to serve our nation, and Arizona
is grateful for their dedication to protecting our nation. I'm proud to sign legislation that makes

National Navajo Code Talkers day an official holiday, and | thank Senator Peshlakai for leading on
this initiative,” said Gov. Ducey.
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